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DUNYA IS THE BELIEVER’S PRISON
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As-Salamu ‘Alaykum wa Rahmatul lahi wa Barakatub.

A‘ndbu Bil lahi Minash-shaytani r-rajim. Bismil lahi r-Rahmani r-Rahim.

Wa s-Salatn wa s-Salamn ‘ali Rasnlina Muhammadin Sayyidi I-Awwalina wa I-Akhirin.
Madad ya RasnlAllah, Madad ya Sadati Ashabi Rasnlil lih, Madad ya Mashayikhina,
Dastiir Mawlana Sheikh Abdullah al-Fa’iz ad-Daghistani, Sheikh Muhammad Nazim al-
Haqgani. Madad. Tarigatuna as-Suhbah wa I-Khayru fi I-]am ‘iyyab.

Our Prophet salld Llahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam says in the holy hadith sharif, dunya is the
prison of the believer. It is not a place of comfort for the believer. The Hereafter is his
comfort. For the unbeliever, dunya is paradise. The Hereafter is not paradise, as our
Prophet salla Llahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam said. That is, compared to the Hereafter, as our
Prophet salla Llahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam said, even the most luxurious life we live here is
like living in prison; it is such a worthless place, a place of no value whatsoever. Itis a
difficult place. When compared to the beauty, comfort, ease, and freedom of Paradise in
the Hereafter, even the person in the highest rank here feels like they are living in prison.
For the unbeliever, it is the total opposite. This life is their paradise. Because compared
to the worst places in the Hereafter, even the unbeliever in the worst situation here feels
like they are living in Paradise.

One day, Shaykh Abdul Qadir Al-Jaylani was walking with his murids on horseback,
with something like a shade umbrella. An unbeliever, probably a zoroastrian, came out
and grabbed the reins of the horse. The murids there wanted to intervene, but as a
lesson, Shaykh Abdul Qadir Al-Jaylani told them not to touch him, to see what he would
say. Then he said, “I have a question for you. In this state, hungry, poor, without even
shoes or slippers on my feet, you say this is my paradise, while you tell the Muslims that
this is your prison. How can I explain this? While I am in this miserable state, you are
comfortably riding on the back of a horse. You are surrounded by your loved ones,
people are living a beautiful life. You are extraordinarily comfortable. How can this be a
prison for you and paradise for mer”” Shaykh Abdul Qadir Al-Jaylani also said, “What
you said, because of the rewards and blessings to be given in Paradise, our most
comfortable state here is not hell for us, but rather like prison in this world. Prison is a
hardship compared to the hereafter, compared to Paradise, this is considered like prison.
So, you are in the worst situation. If you don’t believe, you will enter hell, so here will be
like the most beautiful Paradise [compared to that.] That is, compared to the inhabitants
of hell, your situation is like Paradise.” When he heard this, he thought about it and
immediately gravitated to iman. He was honored with Islam through this. It is said in the
ayati karimabh, life is a game and amusement. The hereafter is goodness. &y sliad Mafo <A
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gave you mind. Think with your intellect and act accordingly. What do you want? Do
you desire the Hereafter? Do you desire the eternal life, the Hereafter, or do you desire
the temporary life many people live luxuriously here and then abandon the Hereafter?
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We sometimes hear - we read and hear many things. I’ll mention one example here:
there’s one musician, perhaps one who plays the violin. They say this man played the
violin best ever. And that’s not from now, but three or four hundred years ago. They say
he made an agreement with shaytan that shaytan would take away his iman and he
would become the best musician, the best violinist in the world. And it happened that
way. He played beautifully, everyone listened and enjoyed, but three hundred years have
passed, and he regrets what he did, but regret is of no use.

Therefore, even if they gave him the whole wotld, a believer would not change his
religion. He would not stray from the way of haqq (truth). He invites others to the way
of haqq. Because it is the way of reason, the way of beauty. It is the way of Allah ‘Azza
wa-Jalla. This way is the way of all the Prophets, the beautiful way. It is the way of mind.
Those who lack mind are outside of it. They chase after false things. Gold, silver,
money—all of these are used like building materials in Paradise. Walls of gold, silver,
and jewels beyond measure. Therefore, those who have mind do not look at what is
here, but at the Hereafter. May Allah ¥ grant us all that beauty, in sha’a Llah.

Wa min Allahi t-Tawfiq. Al-Fatiha.
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